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PRAGYAAN: JOURNAL OF LAW 

 

Ethics Policy for Journal  

 
1. Reporting Standards 

Authors of research paper should present an accurate account of the work performed as well as 

an objective discussion of its significance. Underlying data should be represented accurately in 

the paper. A paper should contain sufficient detail and references to permit others to replicate the 

work. Fraudulent or knowingly inaccurate statements constitute unethical behaviour and are 

unacceptable. Review and professional publication articles should also be accurate and objective, 

and editorial ‘opinion’ works should be clearly identified as such.  

 

2. Data Access and Retention 

Authors may be asked to provide the research data supporting their paper for editorial review 

and/or to comply with the open data requirements of the journal.  Authors should be prepared to 

provide public access to such data, if practicable, and should be prepared to retain such data for a 

reasonable number of years after publication. Authors may refer to their journal’s Guide for 

Authors for further details. 

 

3. Originality and Acknowledgement of Sources 

The authors should ensure that they have written entirely original work, and if the authors have 

used the work and/or words of others, that it has been appropriately acknowledged, cited, quoted 

and permission has been obtained where necessary. Authors should cite publications that have 

influenced the reported work and that give the work appropriate context within the larger 

scholarly record. Information obtained privately, as in conversation, correspondence, or 

discussion with third parties, must not be used or reported without explicit, written permission 

from the source. 

Plagiarism takes many forms, from ‘passing off’ another’s paper as the author’s own paper, to 

copying or paraphrasing substantial parts of another’s paper (without attribution), to claiming 

results from research conducted by others.  Plagiarism in all its forms constitutes unethical 

behaviour and is unacceptable. Plagiarism test of the content should not be more than 10% 

(Turnitin). 

 

4. Similarity checks for plagiarism shall exclude the following: 

i. All quoted work reproduced with all necessary permission and/or attribution with correct 

citation. 

ii. All references, footnotes, endnotes, bibliography, table of contents, preface, methods and 

acknowledgements. 

iii. All generic terms, phrases, laws, standard symbols, mathematical formula and standard 

equations.  

iv. Name of institutions, departments, etc. 

 

5. Multiple, Redundant or Concurrent Publication 

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics
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An author should not in general publish manuscripts describing essentially the same research in 

more than one journal of primary publication. Submitting the same manuscript to more than one 

journal concurrently constitutes unethical behaviour and is unacceptable. 

In general, an author should not submit for consideration in another journal a paper that has been 

published previously, except in the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture or 

academic thesis or as an electronic preprint. 

Publication of some kinds of articles (e.g. clinical guidelines, translations) in more than one 

journal is sometimes justifiable, provided certain conditions are met. The authors and editors of 

the journals concerned must agree to the secondary publication, which must reflect the same data 

and interpretation of the primary document. The primary reference must be cited in the 

secondary publication. Further detail on acceptable forms of secondary publication can be found 

from the ICMJE 

 

6. Confidentiality 

Information obtained in the course of confidential services, such as refereeing manuscripts or 

grant applications, must not be used without the explicit written permission of the author of the 

work involved in these services. 

 

7. Authorship of the Paper 

Authorship should be limited to those who have made a significant contribution to the 

conception, design, execution, or interpretation of the reported study.  All those who have made 

substantial contributions should be listed as co-authors. 

Where there are others who have participated in certain substantive aspects of the paper (e.g. 

language editing or medical writing), they should be recognised in the acknowledgements 

section. 

The corresponding author should ensure that all appropriate co-authors and no inappropriate co-

authors are included on the paper, and that all co-authors have seen and approved the final 

version of the paper and have agreed to its submission for publication. 

Authors are expected to consider carefully the list and order of authors before submitting their 

manuscript and provide the definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. Only 

in exceptional circumstances will the Editor consider (at their discretion) the addition, deletion or 

rearrangement of authors after the manuscript has been submitted and the author must clearly 

flag any such request to the Editor. All authors must agree with any such addition, removal or 

rearrangement. 

Authors take collective responsibility for the work.  Each individual author is accountable for 

ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are 

appropriately investigated and resolved. 

 

8. Hazards and Human or Animal Subjects 

If the work involves chemicals, procedures or equipment that have any unusual hazards inherent 

in their use, the author must clearly identify these in the manuscript. 

If the work involves the use of animal or human subjects, the author should ensure that the 

manuscript contains a statement that all procedures were performed in compliance with relevant 
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laws and institutional guidelines and that the appropriate institutional committee(s) have 

approved them. Authors should include a statement in the manuscript that informed consent was 

obtained for experimentation with human subjects.  The privacy rights of human subjects must 

always be observed. 

For human subjects, the author should ensure that the work described has been carried out in 

accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association (Declaration of Helsinki) 

for experiments involving humans.  All animal experiments should comply with the guidelines 

and should be carried out in accordance Animal laws applicable in India 

Appropriate consents, permissions and releases must be obtained where an author wishes to 

include case details or other personal information or images of patients and any other individuals 

in this publication. Written consents must be retained by the author and copies of the consents or 

evidence that such consents have been obtained must be provided to publisher on request. 

 

9. Declaration of Competing Interests 

All authors should disclose in their manuscript any financial and personal relationships with 

other people or organisations that could be viewed as inappropriately influencing (bias) their 

work. 

All sources of financial support for the conduct of the research and/or preparation of the article 

should be disclosed, as should the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study design; in the collection, 

analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report; and in the decision to submit the 

article for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such involvement then this should be 

stated. 

 

10. Notification of Fundamental Errors 

When an author discovers a significant error or inaccuracy in their own published work, it is the 

author’s obligation to promptly notify the journal editor or publisher and cooperate with the 

editor to retract or correct the paper if deemed necessary by the editor. If the editor or the 

publisher learn from a third party that a published work contains an error, it is the obligation of 

the author to cooperate with the editor, including providing evidence to the editor where 

requested. 

 

11. Image Integrity 

It is not acceptable to enhance, obscure, move, remove, or introduce a specific feature within an 

image. Adjustments of brightness, contrast, or color balance are acceptable if and as long as they 

do not obscure or eliminate any information present in the original. Manipulating images for 

improved clarity is accepted, but manipulation for other purposes could be seen as scientific 

ethical abuse and will be dealt with accordingly. 

 

12. Clinical Trial Transparency 

Pragyaan: JOL supports clinical trial transparency.  Authors are expected to conform to industry 

best standards and regulations in clinical trial registration and presentation. 


